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	1. Nightmare Begins

**_Prelude_**

**_The war of the Shinobi Five Nations versus Madara's Eye of the_**

**_Moon plan has ended. The Shinobi_**

**_Alliance settled their differences and came together to fight alongside one_**

**_another. Peace talks went on after the_**

**_war and many things have changed in the relationships of the Five Nations and_**

**_Gokage. _**

**_Sasuke lost his battle with Naruto and was brought to justice_**

**_before the Rokudaime Hokage Hatake Kakashi. _**

**_As a part of the peace agreements made between nations, Sasuke's_**

**_punishment for war crimes was left to be decided by Konohagakure. With the eyes of all nations on Konoha Naruto_**

**_was named ultimate successor to Kakashi. _**

**_The last surviving Uchiha clan member busied himself in the post war_**

**_period traveling the world as he said he would._**

**_This story takes place prior to Naruto becoming Hokage in the post_**

**_war period of Konoha. Naruto is preparing to become Nanadaime Hokage. He will lead the village of Konoha_**

**_and pass on the Will of Fire and the teachings of his infamous teachers. In the tradition of the legendary sanin_**

**_before them Team 7 are all working to surpass the previous generations and_**

**_build a peaceful Shinobi world._**

**_This story is Post War Post 699.99 (Or AU Post Series). The main couples are NaruSaku, SasuKarin, SaiIno and ShikaTema._**

**_000_**

Nightmare Begins

Yamanaka Ino woke in a panic,

gasping for breath she sat up in bed. It

took her a second to calm down and one would have thought she ran a marathon by

how drenched with sweat her body was now. The nightmare felt so real to

her. She replayed the scene in her head;

her child was taken while she was left behind unable to move, frozen in place. It was the same nightmare all over again a

nightmare of snakes.

Orochimaru was no longer a threat to the village as far as she

knew. The knowledge of that did nothing

to keep her from this current nightmare. She had an entrenched fear that her

child would be taken from her. In the

past she dreamed of motherhood but never expected to be a mother until the very

moment she found out she was pregnant.

She was absolutely not going to admit to being terrified of a nightmare.

She threw off the covers careful not

to wake Sai. Fumbling for the night

stand she sighed realizing the glass of water she usually kept beside the bed

was not there. In the darkness of night

she made her way to the kitchen to get some water. The night breeze made leaves

flutter around tapping the window.

Something was wrong. She couldn't

stop from seeing the nightmare again.

But she was awake.

The sound of breaking glass echoed

through the house. Sai rushed over to find his wife holding a bloodied hand

under the sink. Glass and water covered

the floor of the kitchen. The moonlight

revealed it was much more than water.

Ino's long blonde hair hung down

undone covering much of her face. Sai pushed aside her hair and noticed the

tears that sprang forth in her Cyan colored eyes.

"Ino are you alright," Sai asked in

a calm voice. He was unsure of the

situation and his eyes darted around for any sign of an intruder in his home.

"I don't know what happened," Ino

said holding the water over her wound.

"Let me take a look." Sai examined

her wound for glass then wrapped a dishtowel around her hand. Her feet were also cut and bleeding and she

had a large shard of glass imbedded into the soles. She must have been in shock because

ordinarily someone with that injury would feel the pain of it. He scooped her

up in his arms and laid her on the sofa.

"Did someone try to break in," Sai

asked still wary of his surroundings.

"No. I…um…I am not sure what

happened," Ino said shaking her head.

"It is ok just try to stay calm,"

Sai said lifting her legs and examing her wounds. There was no sign of any intruder in their

home and so far no strange noise since the sound of glass breaking was heard.

Removing the glass from her foot he

wrapped another towel around it. She just

kept repeating that she didn't 'know what happened.'

Sai wrapped a blanket around Ino's shoulders and carried her

bridal style out the door of their home. The night was freezing and clear of

any cloud cover. Stars could be seen for

miles a perfect view for sky watchers. Along with a handful of villagers only the

nightshift Shinobi could be seen through the village.

Sai rushed to get her to the hospital explaining quickly to the

nurses on duty what happened. Normally

she would have brushed it off telling him that she was fine but she was

completely out of it.
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Sakura was tending to patients when

they heard a bit of a commotion. Nurse

Kaori asked her to tend to a new patient.

Sakura knew Kaori as far back as when Lee was injured during the Chuunin

exams so she knew this was a serious case by the woman's expression.

"Sai what happened," Sakura asked

thankful that finally she had something to do in the hospital. Lately traffic to the hospital had died down

considerably.

"We're not sure. She can't remember," Sai replied. He had a

look that Sakura rarely seen of panic across his features.

"Forehead! I just had a nightmare,"

Ino said shaking her blonde head as if to rid herself of the images.

"A nightmare caused you to cut yourself with glass and end up in

the hospital," Sakura questioned examining the wound on Ino's hand.

"Sai brought me here all I remember was going to get a glass of

water. I don't remember anything

else. I don't know what happened," Ino

added. Her blonde hair was a bit of a mess but she still managed to look pretty

despite the frightened stare she gave Sakura.

"You were cut by quite a bit of

glass. Thank goodness you didn't faint or injury yourself further," Sakura

flipped through the chart then went to work healing Ino's wound and removing

the remaining shards of glass, "the injury is minor so you shouldn't have any

worries."

"Thank you Sakura," Sai looked as if

he might hug her.

"Try to at least relax," she said to

Ino and the woman took a deep breath. Sakura added with a bit more

understanding, "I know the nightmares seem real to you and we hate to give

anyone medication when they are pregnant but perhaps an herbal remedy will help

you sleep."

"I don't want to sleep," Ino protested

back on edge again adding, "I know I sound like a crazy person but these aren't

ordinary nightmares. Maybe some jutsu

was cast on me."

_These __are the nightmares they mentioned at the hospital meeting. If only I paid more attention._

"Genjutsu," Sakura asked.

"Perhaps," Ino responded her large blue

eyes caught Sakura's attention and she quickly added, "But we know how to fight

that. I can't find a way out of this."

"Maybe you hurt yourself to take

yourself out of it," Sakura reasoned.

_Why __didn't I pay more attention?_

"She wouldn't have done that with

the glass," Sai said. Sakura nodded and

thought to her self that scars would definitely dissuade a person like Ino.

"Besides there are plenty of kunai

knives around why not those why glass," Ino wondered aloud. Glass and snakes

were all that she could see in this moment.

She hated feeling so helpless against whatever was happening in her

psyche. Tonight was by far the worst of

the nightmares and had it not been for Sai shouting out to her who knew how

badly she would have been hurt.

They talked about possible reasons

for Ino's nightmares for a good amount of time.

Everyone was confident that genjutsu had been used. It made little sense

to attack her unless someone was after something. They spoke of many things to narrow down a

list of anyone who she could have come into contact with who may use genjutsu.

Sakura's assignment was the hospital

for the day. In the course of a few

hours cases kept coming in with people suffering minor injuries and complaining

of strange nightmares. Sakura looked up

at the clock remembering that she was needed on a mission and her hospital

duties were over. Kakashi called Sakura on a mission away from the hospital;

placing another medic-nin in Sakura's place to screen patients who came to the

hospital. Sakura knew little about this

new mission but it made her happy that her team could spend sometime together.

Sakura excused herself to talk to

her replacement. The two spoke for a

while some small talk before Sakura explained she had to be on time for her

mission. Sakura quickly relayed the

assignment for the day and updated the medic-nin on a few things before turning

back to Ino and Sai.

"Well I have to head out for a

mission but my replacement has been called in to help figure out what happened,"

the pinkette medic nin said placing the chart in the holder and preparing to

leave.

"Great I'm a crazy person," Ino

said.

"You're not a crazy person," Sai

said rubbing her shoulders.

"This isn't the first case we've had

here at the hospital. Tsunade-sama says she will try to help with the

nightmares with a new jutsu she...developed or was it researched…anyhow she

will be of great help," Sakura said as she moved out the door.

"We should try the tea for now to

get her some sleep," Sai said. He wanted

to talk more about Tsunade's jutsu but he also wanted Ino to get some rest. He also needed to get in contact with Yamato

regarding the possible threat from Orochimaru.

"I know you have to leave Sai," Ino

said holding his hand, "you should get going you'll only delay your team."

"Please get some rest and try not to

argue with the doctors," he begged and kissed her goodbye.

He left the room to go find Sakura

he wanted to know more about Tsunade's technique. If anything Kakashi would be

willing to let his mission slide but he didn't like the thought of putting off

his duties.

000


	2. Visitors For Awhile

_**[Thanks for reading Chapter 1 This is Chapter 2. In this story Kyouko is an OC not a major character, also Miyako is an OC I won't spoil it for you you will see...]**_

_Visitors for Awhile_

Temari left the Ramen shop Ichiraku's and bundled up against the cold. She heard about Ino and thought it would be a good idea to stop by to talk to her. They weren't always the closest of friends in the past. Now they were considered the best of friends so she just had to catch up with her friend who was in the hospital.

Sunagakure was a close ally of Konohagakure. Temari stopped in Konoha many times in the past. After the war her visits to Konoha became much more frequent. She rekindled her friendship with Shikamaru easily. After many days spent at Ichiraku and meetings with Shikamaru's friend Naruto she got to know everyone fairly well.

When Shikamaru tried to court Temari, Ino often stopped by to talk to Temari. Those talks turned into a deeper friendship. Ino was always vague but Temari knew it was Sai she was talking about.

Naruto never needed to beg for company at Ichiraku's and Temari didn't mind spending time with her newfound friends. So it was that Temari left Naruto to visit a friend.

At the hospital Kaori finished filling out her chart and waved to Temari. Now that Temari married a Konoha Shinobi she couldn't avoid this place and even the nurses recognized her.

"How is she," Temari asked the nurse.

"She's doing well right now. She will be sleeping soon because of the herbal remedy we gave her but you can visit for a while I suppose," Kaori smiled and went back to working.

"Thank you," Temari said and headed to the room.

As she came into the room she didn't know what she would say to Ino. She didn't know what had happened and that bothered her more than anything.

"Hey," Ino said trying to force her eyes open.

"Don't try to stay awake. I heard about everything," Temari said quickly.

"This herbal stuff is really working," Ino said and yawned.

"That's good try not to worry you're in really good hands here at this hospital and none of your friends would let anything happen to you," Temari said taking a seat.

"Thanks," Ino replied.

"If I can't visit my friend in the hospital what kind of friend am I," Temari stated.

"Not just that. You married my teammate and best friend. You're the glue," Ino said.

"I don't know about that," Temari said.

"Well I do know and I say you are the…" Ino trailed off.

"I should go you sound like your half asleep already," Temari said.

"Nonsense you just got here you can't go. I'll admit it I am getting a little sleepy but I'm still scared," Ino admitted.

"Well get some sleep and take your mind off things. We will not allow anything to happen to you or your child," Temari said.

Shikamaru came in taking a seat next to Temari. When he learned that Temari was at the hospital he figured she might be having his child. He was relieved to know that he hadn't missed a thing but worried nonetheless about his friend.

"I'm really not used to all this attention," Ino complained.

"Sorry I really thought it was time," Shikamaru said patting Temari's belly.

"No problem," Ino replied and quickly added with a pat on her own belly, "Hopefully soon you'll get to evaluate these two in the Chuunin exams."

This year the Chuunin exams were postponed and he hadn't even begun to picture his own child participating.

Something in Ino's expression seemed to change from jovial to worry and she said, "If the little guy even makes it that is."

"We can tell your nervous about the danger but remember what we talked about," Temari said.

"Thank you," Ino said and yawned.

The three of them talked for a while about any topics unrelated to the nightmares that Ino was having. It was nice to laugh and talk normally for a while but the constant reminder they were in the hospital got on everyone's nerves.

When Ino did describe the snakes and the part of the nightmare when her child gets taken away a chill went down Temari's back. She wasn't afraid but something in her dreaded whatever was to come. She had seen many strange things in the last war and she never wanted to see the nightmares Ino spoke of come true.

"Well I better go I promised to help out my brother in the busy hour to come," Temari said.

Shikamaru started to complain that Suna could handle things without her but thought the better of it. Temari made it clear that she was not going to abandon Gaara.

"Don't worry about it you guys go on home," Ino said drowsily.

"Sakura said she would be by later on," Shikamaru spoke up he had seen the Kunoichi on his way here and a rather comical exchanged happened between them when she had no information on Temari going into labor.

"Goodnight," Ino said.

"Goodnight," Temari echoed and stood up to leave. If Orochimaru posed a threat to the village Temari figured her brother should know about it as soon as possible. With that thought on her mind she left the hospital room.

Shikamaru followed shortly after her. It took only a moment before he recognized the look on his wife's face.

"I know what you are thinking," Shikamaru said.

"If it is Orochimaru we should inform Gaara immediately."

"You know we will for obvious reasons. But I think it is too quick to make the mistake of nailing him with this attack."

"Attack, so you think this is really an attack on the village."

"Yes I do," Shikamaru said as a matter of fact. He was certain it wasn't an emotional reaction to this being an attack on his friend and team member. He glanced at Temari as they walked out the hospital.

"I think I know what you are thinking as well. Trust me I can handle myself. I was just wondering why the target was the Yamanaka clan. So far I can't see any signs that it is an attack on the village as a whole."

"Any attack on-

"Yes but don't jump to conclusions so readily," Temari said.

Shikamaru let it drop. His wife hardly needed a speech on camaraderie. Thinking like he was now was more of a Naruto thing to do and far too troublesome. He could relate to what was going on with Ino and Sai because at any moment he would be a parent and he hoped the world would stay at peace but he knew all manner of trouble awaited them.
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The next day true to her word Sakura stopped by the hospital. As a medic-nin she knew right away that nothing was physically wrong with Ino. The baby could suffer from all the stress but it looked good for now.

Looking quickly over her charts she wondered how Sai was handling the mission. He was professional and had tremendous focus like Sasuke but they were all human.

Her mind wandered to thoughts of Kurenai and the last time she saw Asuma alive. The things she said haunted her now and she had to push the thoughts back. Knowing full well that she wouldn't be able to function with thoughts like that.

Ino was awake staring out at the window. Sakura took the seat next to the bed. She wasn't the doctor she was the friend right now.

"How are you holding up?"

Ino turned to face her and answered, "I am doing quite well actually. I was thinking of what to name the baby."

"Any names," Sakura asked.

"I don't want to do it alone but I have a plan to pick the first thing that comes to my mind when I see him…or maybe her," Ino said. Her family had a tradition of naming their children Ino like she was named after her father Inoichi but she left that fact out of her conversation with Sakura.

"Do you want to know what the baby is," Sakura asked surprised she hadn't found out already given her inquisitive nature.

"Not at all that's the kind of surprise I want to keep a surprise. I keep flooding my mind with these thoughts beautiful thoughts. I can see a baby boy with black hair looking just like his father with that look on his face," Ino said making a face that did seem a lot like Sai.

"If it's a girl she may have your blonde hair as well," Sakura reasoned.

"Maybe she'll have his eyes. She'll be a great Kunoichi of Konoha," Ino beamed.

"Don't rush things. You are hardly showing yet- Oh come on in," Sakura called out to the person knocking on the door to the room.

Karin came in the room and joined the two.

"I heard what happened. Sasuke told me you were doing fine. I had to see that you were alright for myself," Karin said.

"You shouldn't have snuck into the village hospital," Ino said and pulled herself up to sit on the bed. She was beginning to feel like someone special with all the visitors who kept checking in on her. Although it troubled her that she hadn't really seen Sasuke at all yet he told Karin that she was "doing fine."

"Like I said I wanted to see you for myself," Karin said tired of being left in the dark so much about her friends. These two were amongst her closest friend in the world right now and she didn't want distance between the friendships she forged.

"You understand it isn't up to us," Sakura said.

"Yes I know. I can't promise to go willingly if they come for me but for now this is just-

"A major breech in our security that we can't let pass," Sakura argued.

"Relax Sakura it is just a matter of paperwork and convincing the right people. Besides Karin is important to the village now," Ino said.

"We can't just break the rules," Sakura argued again.

"Would you prefer it if I left," Karin asked.

"No," Ino said rolling her eyes at Sakura, "You came out of concern for me and that is fine. Sakura is right too. You shouldn't come into the village whenever you want. Anyway thank you."

"I am your friend am I not," Karin asked.

"Exactly why we should just drop the subject," Sakura relented and scribbled something down on a pad of paper. She tore off the top piece of paper and handed it to the redhead.

"What's this," Karin questioned.

"I spend a lot of time helping Tsunade-sama and splitting my time between missions and the hospital," Sakura said as she felt the need to share her story. The hospital was expanding and growing thanks to Tsunade's legacy.

Karin quickly read the paper and asked, "So what is this for?"

"A prescription," Sakura answered.

"I can see that," Karin said passing the paper to Ino so she could read it.

"I spend so much time between hospital and missions that I've seen it all. For example I know that if someone is in need of medical care it is our duty at this hospital to treat everyone who walks through the door. So we treated you and this is your proof," Sakura said.

"Way to bend the rules forehead," Ino said passing the paper back to Karin.

"It isn't really necessary for you to put your reputation and career on the line for me," Karin argued.

"I am helping a friend of course it is necessary," Sakura said her green eyes glossing over with tears.

"Don't cry about it," Karin said.

"I'm not crying…I don't know what this is," Sakura said swiping at her eyes.

"Stop or you'll make me cry," Ino said shaking her head.

"This schedule is so crazy I don't know how people have the time to get anything done," Sakura said placing a chart on the wall with a frown.

"I have plenty of time," Karin said.

"In a lot of ways I am very lucky to have the luxury of time," Ino echoed.

"But all of them are very busy working. I can barely manage to take Sasuke's attention away from all his duties," Karin added.

"Naruto is the same. He pours all his energy into this Shinobi lifestyle. When we see each other we never want to let go of each other. I do want more. I see all these couples come though here and I know they are the types that have children. I want to have his child. I picture the same things you do at times. Every time I see his stupid looks; looks he gives only me I want his children," Sakura said looking out the window.

"Not very complicated to get knocked up and if those couples are the only 'type' to have children what is it that I am I doing," Ino threw up her hands, "And you! Out of everyone Sasuke hardly seems like that type who doesn't know how to get a girl pregnant!"

Karin stammered thinking of her child, "I haven't even thought of having more children. You make me laugh. I appreciate it but I was supposed to give you support."

"You did give her support," Sakura said. Seeing how well Kurenai was doing with raising Mirai bolstered everyone's hopes. More children than ever were being born in the peace that followed the war as many couples had less stress put on them worrying about world affairs.

"How is Miyako-chan," Ino asked.

"Miyako?"

"Last time I saw her she was so beautiful you must be so proud," Sakura added.

"She's fine," Karin answered a bit unsure given the fact that she was currently in the care of her comrade Suigetsu.

"Don't worry Kyouko is probably there to keep that baka Suigetsu in check," Ino said.

"Yeah you guessed right. I left my daughter with him and I feel like a terrible mother right about now," Karin said.

"I'm sure they are fine. Like Ino said Kyouko is a good person to keep Suigetsu in check," Sakura said.

"I know you want to ask me about Orochimaru," Karin said looking away out the window.

"Naruto said you didn't know anything," Sakura said.

"I should get going," Karin said. It had been so long since she spoke to or seen her one time mentor. Her life was different now and her focus was centered on raising Miyako.

"Take care," Ino said standing up, "you're going to be alright."

"You're planning on going where," Sakura asked.

"I'm really truly craving more than this hospital food," Ino answered.

"I know how you feel," Karin laughed.

"I'll see what I can do," Sakura said empathetically leading Ino to sit back in bed.

After Karin excused herself Sakura made her way to the nurses' station to use the phone there. Ino grudgingly agreed to stay in bed rest.
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	3. At Home

_At Home_

Naruto returned home after a week long mission. Grateful he finally had the chance to be home not just in his house which he took great pride in but back in the village that had been painstakingly reconstructed a great deal after the disastrous Invasion of Pein. There was still a long way the village had to go before reclaiming its former glory.

Amegakure was in a state of perpetual cold rain this season. Naruto shivered thinking of where he just came from. He'd never understand how people could chose to live in that environment but he knew that home was home.

He carefully removed his ninja tools, shoes and kunai. All while wishing for a nice soak in the hot springs. Well he had better things in mind. He didn't want to wake his lovely sleeping wife in the middle of the night. Stepping in the shower her ruffled the smell of the forest from his blonde locks and ran warm water down his neck where he began soaping up.

It seemed like it took forever for him to get to this place with Sakura. The two were inseparable now. He only wondered what took so long to find what was right there in front of him.

_'__To find what was right in front of my eyes,_' Iruka said. His Ramen eating buddy who tromped over to Ichiraku regularly with him. So he supposed he was guilty getting snared by a woman too. Sakura eventually just became so much apart of his life. They ate together, trained together, traveled together, and did everything together.

He laughed to himself picturing how Shikamaru was hopeless. Then there was the foulmouthed Sai who was doing his best with Ino who were no secret at all. As awkward as Sai is to others he is a valued comrade. Naruto knew what Sai was going though all these past few weeks with Ino. Vowing to bring whomever responsible to justice he knew Sai was right by his side.

Finally even Sasuke managed to open his heart to someone. When Sasuke finally started letting people in bridges were built. It came as no surprise to Naruto that it was the Uzumaki he only recently got to know, Karin. In Naruto's mind he could even see how Karin could take that place in Sasuke's heart.

He stepped out of the shower wrapped himself in his robe and made his way upstairs. He barely made it two steps before Sakura's sweet frame wrapped her self around him.

"I was barely gone this time," he said as she rained kisses on him.

"Shut up."

"Well if your going to be like that I think I'll just go sleep," he joked then paused to look at her face.

"What?"

Naruto could only stare at the smile he loved so much before he said, "You seem different."

"No, I am just happy."

He tipped her chin up and kissed her eager lips. "I was thinking about you all day."

"I thought about you too," Sakura confessed and kissed him once more. She was serious about getting started on a family. She didn't care about any of the excuses she gave herself or anyone else at this point.

"I can tell when something is-

"I know," Sakura managed to say.

_What am I going to say_ _Naruto I want to have a baby with you?_

"Just say it we've been through some of everything," Naruto said at her silence.

"I want to have a baby with you," Sakura said echoing her exact thoughts prior.

Konoha was overloaded with happy couples. The old folks said that after war time it was only natural for a baby boom. Well he guessed he was now a part of that cycle. It took him a while to process what she was saying to him and all he could think of was the immediacy of her request,

"Now?"

"Yes." She blushed and looked away to gather herself before looking back at him directly in his eyes.

"Ok. Should I do something differently because we've been doing everything right for quite a while now I'm pretty sure dattebayo," Naruto said grinning because all the times they ever did the deed came racing into his mind.

"I know. It is all on me. I have my ways and medical ninjutsu…I wasn't sure before but now I think I am ready," Sakura said rubbing his shoulders as he leaned his head back.

"Things are really crazy right now but if you're sure I am sure," Naruto said and kissed the back of her hand.

"I am sure."

"Nothing's changed for me Sakura-chan you always known what I want. It is always like that with us-

"What did you find in Ame? What do they know about the case with Ino," Sakura asked changing the subject and mood in one fell sweep.

"Not a whole lot is known. If it is important I will tell you," Naruto said grinning from ear to ear he still wouldn't stop trying to get the mood back. She was just too stubborn to admit that he had been right and that nothing had changed for him. It was Sakura who stood in the way of her own dreams of starting a family.

"Nothing from you either I see," Sakura said and sat down on the edge of the bed. Naruto moved to the drawers to change and chuckled a bit.

"I was investigating a lead that tied into one of the old war sites and groups attempts at building a memorial at one of the attack points. The talks were peaceful and the memorial will not be built. But there is something strange going on all of a sudden with that war site and the attack on Ino the other night."

"No one was hurt it was all in Ino's mind right? I mean they are just nightmares right?"

"Yeah but there have been…we are tracking some bad people at the moment that took that night to start making moves all of a sudden."

"Can we drop all this," Sakura said and wrapped her arms around Naruto's neck. He smelled so good from the shower and she couldn't resist kissing his lips. Naruto nodded in agreement and kissed her back and the two went uninterrupted the rest of the night together.
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Ino returned home from the hospital after a few weeks and things were seemingly normal for her and Sai. The house was an artist dream with windows providing plenty of light and bountiful views of Konoha and Sai was proud to walk in his home every day. Indoors still felt spacious and Ino loved that about their home.

Ino waited as Sai entered the room then went to him hugging him. The girl who once obsessed about a certain Uchiha took the time to settle down with Sai in domestic bliss. She was happy with how things turned out. Sasuke was a different person and they grew apart. It was clear to everyone when he did return to the village that Karin was the only woman for him. Either way Ino was too happy with Sai to feel sorry for herself.

"I love you," Sai said looking in her eyes, "something is wrong. You are being way too sweet to me. Tell me?"

"Nothing, I just missed you is all," Ino said.

"No matter, I'll find out later I am way too tired to play games." He started walking up the stairs.

"Damn it, why do you have to be so, so- Alright I'll talk," Ino said.

"That's my girl," he paused turning on the stairs, "thought so."

"Let's go upstairs," she said.

He gave into her request scooped her up and carried her to their bedroom.

The room was filled with scented candles. He was stupidly surprised of course she would go to all the trouble. It was just odd to him she was not being herself.

"Wow romantic lighting. It smells good in here. Are you trying to seduce me," he asked.

"I…might be," she smiled at him sweetly.

"Sorry, when did you do all this," he asked.

"Geez, again with all the talking. As soon as I heard you come in I watched you tiptoe to the shower it was very cute. Anyhow I just did it then," she said.

"Nice and you look and smell amazing too. I really just care about what's going on in here," he pointed at her temple.

"Alright, I need you to be the strong one now. I need you to listen carefully to what I am going to tell you. We need to make a decision and I can't do it alone. After I finish you can talk all you want, got it," she asked.

"Sure," he replied and waited.

"So the hospital gave me clean bill of health. Nothing is wrong with me physically. I've been having the same nightmare over and over. What if our child isn't normal?"

"I read about parents who have children who are different-

"That's not what I mean. I mean what if there is something different going on with my body. There was this one mission where I could have been experimented on in one of Orochimaru's labs or something…We can…terminate the pregnancy it's not too late," she said.

Sai felt a real pang of terror but he didn't want to scare her. He remembered what she said about needing him to be the strong one. He held her tighter and chose his words carefully. He felt a bit like he was being betrayed and of course the entire romantic mood went out of the room.

"It is our child not some experiment. I'm certain Ino!"

"The nightmares are just so real. I don't know what to believe anymore," Ino said though a stream of tears.

"We have the best chance to overcome any obstacle. There is a whole village of skilled medic-nin especially since Tsunade-sama arrived in our village. You have a skilled best friend who trained under her guidance. Then you have me," he tried to reassure her.

"I feel a little better," she said. But the damage was already done she said something that was so unlike her that she wished she could take it back.

"Good," he said letting her go to look at her expression. A look of panic stood out on her features.

"I would never do it," she pulled him closer; "I would never do something like that to our child no matter what. I'm so sorry I said anything."

"I know shh…" He said calming her down stroking her hair.

"I'm sorry," she repeated and he held her closer. It always felt so good to be in his embrace.

"Just one thing about before I left. The nightmare, you said the nightmares were about our child being kidnapped before so what changed," he asked.

"I did," she said then added, "That nightmare was easier to deal with than these. I knew there was no way we would let our child be taken away. But this…Sakura says that it is some kind of jutsu. It is controlling my dreams. So yeah I've been having both nightmares and the worse part is they feel so real…It sounds awful but I don't want to give birth to a monster. In every nightmare that child…is a monster."

"I don't want you to think about that. Let's just try to find a solution in the morning," he said. It was one thing to fear the child becoming a monster and another to fear their child being taken away. If he had to choose between the two fears he preferred the latter as he was confident that no one would be able to succeed in abducting their child.

The moment changed and their touching and holding each other changed. He was reminded of the romantic atmosphere all of a sudden.

"Tell me you what you want. I already had my weepy moment and you did good to listen," she said.

"You know me so well. How about I just show you instead," he lazily kissed a trail of kissed down her neck.

"What did you do to my husband," she teased.

"Oh I've had time to work myself into quite the frenzy all day thinking about what I'd like to do to you," he said.

"Let's go," she said seductively already anticipating her original plans.
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	4. After Hours

_After Hours_

Morning came and with it work had already begun. Naruto headed to the Hokage offices. The day was shaping up to be cold but nice and sunny as he walked the all too familiar route.

All morning he thought about being a father. He was confident that Sakura would finally ditch the pill. Although he did understand because of her being the disciple of Tsunade she would likely follow in her footsteps. He was sure that the generation of women after her could convince themselves to be powerful and great moms at the same time. At least he had one example in his own mother.

Spending the summer chasing Uzumaki ghosts was fulfilling and empowering. Even Sakura got to know quite a bit about the first lady Hokage who was a jinchuriki like he was. Sakura was smart but so much of their history had been hidden from them. Becoming a kage gave access to all kinds of records and secrets he'd never dream of before but it was the access his fame gave him to the people that exceeded his expectations.

"Hey Sasuke how long are you going to follow along in silence," Naruto said continuing to walk his path to the Hokage offices.

"I'm not in the mood for small talk today," Sasuke replied.

"Sakura's throwing out the pill for me. I'm catching up to you teme. I'll be a daddy soon," Naruto said grinning.

"Hn,"

"Yeah our kids will be the greatest friends when we pass on," Naruto said.

"Naruto I need you to be the Hokage," Sasuke said.

"So all the promises made will be kept," Naruto questioned.

"Something like that," Sasuke said.

"Don't worry I've been working on it," Naruto said. He was sure Sasuke was talking about Karin again and he just didn't understand what was taking so long for everything to work itself out. She wasn't a threat to the village. Kakashi had some power but told Naruto it wasn't enough to reach out and pardon Karin and everybody Sasuke every associated with. As far as Konoha was concerned she was a member of at least three organizations with bad intentions towards Konoha and their allies.

In the end it was all politics.

"I'm going in to give my report and that's it. I don't want to discuss Karin with him."

"I know how you feel."

"You don't"

"Listen Sasuke the village messed up your clan-

"Don't. You don't have to list off my grievances we can just go in now and get this over with. I'd rather hear about you and Sakura," Sasuke said.

"Geeze thanks," Naruto said. He felt bad about everything. Sasuke and Karin should have a little home right here in the village where they could raise Miyako.

"Come over later it will feel normal to have friends around every once and a while. Bring Sakura and spend some time," Sasuke said.

"Sure," Naruto said a little surprised that Sasuke invited him anywhere.

The two went into the Hokage building and were greeted by Jounin there. Everyone seemed to be busier than usual. Naruto knew that everyone was still hard at work on the case involving Ino. A representative from the Yamanaka clan was in the office speaking to Kakashi as Naruto waited by the door. The case took on a serious note just then.

"I wonder who we are dealing with," Sasuke said to Naruto who just shook his head. Shinobi rushed by with paperwork and others with directives. Naruto was quick to notice how calm everyone was despite the hurried environment.

"Whoever it is they picked the wrong people to mess with," Naruto said suddenly looking back at his friend.
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Karin heard her husband make his way down the hall. She knew the mission that he was just on must have taken its toll by the way he walked. For the mission to require his assistance could only mean that it was a serious one.

Sasuke loved his private time so she sat up in bed listening to the water run in the bath. She knew he would do this so she had the forethought to put the Yunohana (an herbal bath salt the flower of the hot springs) next to the tub for him.

She spent quite a bit of time gathering the ingredients a mixture she made herself. He wouldn't want to be bothered or have to visit the hospital again and she wanted him to take care of any wounds he might have.

Right now she wanted to see him. It had been weeks and she worried. Usually she worried about something but this time things were amplified by Ino's ordeal. She thought to herself, I'll just wait five minutes. Taking a deep breath she watched the minute hand on the clock. She made it to about three and a half then got out of bed and headed for the bath.

She knew his routines well but he always changed something up worried that becoming too predictable would be detrimental. It amazed her how he could manage to stay organized and disorganized at the same time. Another side of him seemed forgetful and late but maybe that was only because he stayed away for long stretches of time.

Then it was also difficult putting up with his egotistical side. Well that was also a contradiction because he was hard working and extremely modest compared to some. The thing that remained consistent was his calm demeanor. Always calm never raising his voice he wasn't easily frazzled.

All these things just added up to who he was. As she came into the bath she smiled at the sight of his wet hair falling down. The bath soak gave the room a pleasant aroma it was very relaxing. He had his eyes closed and his head rested on the edge of the tub. Maybe the opposite of what she wanted from him.

Just like he was with his abilities she was surprised to find Sasuke was nonchalant about his appearance. She could stare at his face for hours he was beautiful. She sighed to herself. Thinking about how different his public perception was even amongst friends.

She had to force herself not to laugh as the color started to creep into his cheeks. He hated when she stared at him it made him self conscious. She was so glad she could have this effect on him when so many others mattered not to him.

"I was waiting for you to come here," he said.

"I wanted to give you some private time," she replied.

He looked her over.

"Thanks for the bath soak," he said.

"It was nothing at all…How are you doing," she asked making her way to sit at the edge of the tub.

"Don't worry it's nothing," he waved away her troubled thoughts.

"Still I want to check you out," she said.

This earned her a mischievous grin. Damn he was adorable, she thought. He shifted in the water to face her taking her hand.

"Why don't you get in," he invited her. The last thing he needed was more reminders he could be seriously injured again. His focus shifted as Karin dropped the robe and made her way in the tub.

"I don't deserve you," she said cuddling up to his chest.

"I don't deserve you back. You're so beautiful," he said.

"I'm not so-

"Exquisite," he interrupted and kissed her shoulder blades.

"You're the beautiful one," she said twisting to face him she turned the tables it wasn't fair for him to have all the fun after all. Nor was it fair that he could come up with such an extravagant word to describe her when all she had was a plain one.

"I'd prefer something more like handsome or-

"Oh no, your perfectly beautiful," she giggled. It was funny that he had read her exact thoughts and was now coming up with descriptions for her. She settled for tracing his face with her fingers.

"We can have this argument forever. Just kiss me," he said.

She stopped teasing his lips with her finger and kissed him. This kiss made her top five but then again he made her feel like that every day.

"I wanted to see you tonight and I'm so glad you came home," Karin said and removed her glasses. She sat them on the edge of the tub she could barely see a thing but they were useless fogged up and added, "I've missed you Sasuke."

"Likewise," Sasuke said tilting her face closer, "This is probably the longest I've stayed anywhere. I understand how you feel we aren't the type to stay."

"That life must seem selfish to others. Lonely…," she said trailing off it was quite an adjustment for her surrounded by his childhood acquaintances and friends. It took some getting used to the way they thought about the village as home. These days she'd give anything to call a place home and Konoha was the best bet by far.

A cold shiver ran up his spine at the thought of her leaving. His heart was so open to her, their souls intertwined to the point that if she left it would crush him.

"You're thinking that you gave me too much control over your heart," Karin said after the long silence between them.

"You feel that," he asked.

"It feels like a curse to have you here only to leave again. It is like a piece of me is gone too," she answered.

"Or soul," he added.

"Our memories and thoughts make up our souls I believe. So yes I feel I can see your soul. That sounds so cliché," she said trailing her fingers up and down his arms.

"The way we are now is not exactly what you deserve," he said.

"What are you saying," she asked.

"Our daughter is getting older now-

"She's barely a toddler so don't start with the speech about leader of the Uchiha clan," she argued protectively.

"What I mean is…the agreement with the Hyuuga should have been taken care off by now. You should be in the village here with me and our daughter," he said. The thought of all the paperwork and red tape made his shutter but it wasn't just that, the leaders involved were making things tough. Every time he made a move to use his power as Hokage, Kakashi had to stick his neck out for something else. For instance Sasuke's pardon used a tremendous amount of that power. He couldn't ask Kakashi to involve himself in clan affairs. Karin would continue to be seen as a criminal as well to most of them.

"Miyako is going to be alright. We can talk about that some other time. Things just keep happening it isn't your fault that Konoha had other pressing issues like finding a new Hokage, the Akatsuki, protecting Naruto, rebuilding the village or even the war," she said thinking back to the Invasion and the prewar frenzy that went along with it.

"Naruto would have accepted-

"It is in the past now…and I am here now so it doesn't matter," she said.

He had his hands full as it was now to push his luck with the current arrangements he had concerning his wife would be foolish.


	5. Gathering Allies

_Gathering Allies_

Kiba said goodbye to his former teammates and made his way home. He couldn't help but think of Tamaki. Yeah she lived in a dangerous part of fire country but her sparkling eyes captivated him. They worked together on a mission involving animals and it was her devotion to cats that drove him crazy. Besides Hinata and Hana, his sister; she was the only woman he spent time with.

His time has been tied up working with Konohagakure's tracking team. He has a leadership role on the team in connection with Naruto's assembly members when Naruto is named Nanadaime Hokage. In very close proximity his teammate Shino, who has a position of leadership with the Academy as a teacher when he passes the entrance exam.

Kiba thought about Tamaki and vowed to get in contact with her soon. Akamaru barked in agreement. They were so in tune to each other. So Akamaru missed her too. That was all Kiba need to hear. Akamaru wasn't wrong when it came to people. That just wasn't possible.

Tonight he got together with Shikamaru and Chouji as they ate Yakiniku-Q with friends Temari's presence made him think of Tamaki. They were from different villages yet Shikamaru seemed to make it work. Kiba didn't have that obstacle so if lazy Shikamaru could manage why couldn't he. Now married Shikamaru and Temari were constantly around.

Kiba hoped that Tamaki hadn't moved on or forgot about him. They weren't that long distant and nothing was really stopping him from dating her. Then again she didn't expect more from their relationship so he couldn't blame her if she were dating someone in his place.  
>Kurenai and her child Sarutobi Mirai were walking down the street. In a happy coincidence Kiba greeted the two.<p>

"Sensei," Kiba greeted.

"Hello Kiba, Akamaru," Kurenai replied.

Mirai laughed and grabbed at Akamaru's fur.

"Akamaru's no stuffed animal little one, he's the number one best ninken of Konoha," Kiba said proudly.

Akamaru barked prideful. The little girl beamed a big smile in response.

"Akamaru is certainly a lot bigger than when he would nap in your hair," Kurenai said sweetly remembering her former team.

"What are you doing here; I mean first how are you doing," Kiba asked.

"You've heard about the party right," Kurenai said.

"Oh yeah. Shikamaru and Temari," Kiba said.

"I just came from Temari's place. I wanted to give her something nice as a gift," Kurenai said pointing out her packages.

"There are so many couples. It gets hard to keep up with Konoha's social life," Kiba reasoned.

"I see you alone a lot Kiba but you've always gotten by with Akamaru. Don't pass up on love it will find you. I've had my shot and it was wonderful. I wouldn't change anything especially because of this little girl," Kurenai said.

"Well take care. Oh and you may pass some of the old team on the way home. We all had a Yakiniku-Q bar-b-q get together," Kiba said.

"I see. Well we'll be seeing you then Kiba, Akamaru," Kurenai said leaving.
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Hinata watched as Kurenai left Kiba. It looked like a friendly little visit amongst friends. Had she been the outgoing type she might have ran over and joined in the conversation. However Hinata was not that type of girl.

She could even picture it as she thought to herself Ino would have rushed over had it been Asuma and Shikamaru. Hinata sighed to herself and looked the opposite way down the street. The vendors looked promising selling yummy snacks and she decided to follow that path for now. If she ran into someone she would say hello but she would not seek out anybody today.

The cold weather was perfect for the scarf she knitted. The scarf was wrapped snug around her collar. She wondered what she could make that would be the perfect gift for Kiba. Everything she gave him in the past was a gift from teammate or friend but never had she thought to get him anything that said more than friends. One thing she deiced for sure was that it had to be homemade.

Kiba looked awful happy today. She could only wonder what the conversation with Kurenai had been about. They all were so captivated by Mirai. The child was so pretty like her mother and Hinata was sure she had something special that made her uniquely Sarutobi as well. Perhaps latter in life she too would be a kunoichi.

Hinata knew all too well what it was like growing up under the parents of capable Shinobi. She was expected to be nothing short of excellent. Being the clan leader was a huge responsibility, one that she did not take lightly. Although she couldn't see herself as clan leader no matter how much more confident she had become.

The smell of cinnamon caught her attention and she stopped to duck in a pastry shop. After picking out a few items she quickly paid and headed back out into the cold. Much to her surprise she almost ran into Sakura.

"Hello Hinata," Sakura greeted.

"Hello Sakura," Hinata returned the greeting feeling a little guilty with all her sweets in tow.

"How has it been," Sakura asked.

"I've been fine. I just stopped at the Pantry and picked up some sweet bread do you want to come over and share some…um maybe with tea," Hinata asked. She hardly wanted to be alone and this would give her some bonding time with Sakura.

"Oh that sounds lovely but I just cant with all that is going on lately," Sakura said apologetically.

"That's fine," Hinata said. Their relationship would always be somewhat strange but Sakura was always accepting of the Hyuuga heiress.

"Some other time though," Sakura suggested.

"Yes, some other time," Hinata said.

"Well I better get going I have a monster of a work load waiting for me," Sakura said.

"Is Naruto-kun...how are things with Naruto," Hinata asked hoping to sound normal. If she were Ino she would ask this question easily, she thought to herself. That was something she had to stop doing; perhaps Ino was just on everyone's mind lately.

"Naruto is doing the best he can with all that is going on. He's a bit stressed out but I'm sure he'd love to see you too. Maybe we all can get together. I'll ask him to come with me sometime soon but right now I got to go," Sakura said giving Hinata a brief hug and turning away.

"See you latter," Hinata said a bit surprised. She didn't want a couple's date but that was how it would be. A couple getting together with her while she was the third wheel. Maybe if she had the guts to do so she would invite Kiba to join the both of them. After watching Sakura walk further away she thought maybe she just might have the guts after all.

Kiba couldn't have gone far and the cinnamon smelled all too inviting. Perhaps if she caught up with Kiba she could invite him to eat the sweet bread with her other wise it was down to her either eating with her sister or eating alone. Inhaling a little too much cold air she pushed though the crowd and headed for where Kiba was heading.

Towards the Inuzuka compound Hinata knew the place like the back of her hand. Usually she would be accompanied by Shino as well when she came through. Lately she found herself coming by alone a lot. Kiba didn't seem to notice one way or the other and that was where Hinata found herself.

Kiba's place was new set apart from where his mother and sister lived but not too far away. He was still proudly part of this great clan in Kohona and they had plenty of land for dogs like Akamaru. It took Hinata a while to get past the gate and the barking but once she stood on the porch she caught her breath. Knocking on the door to Kiba's place she didn't think much about what to say or how he would react she just decided to share the sweet bread with him and that was the end of that.
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	6. Just Another Day

_Just Another Day_

Morning came bringing the sounds of chirping birds and sunshine. Sai felt horrible. He didn't get any sleep at all. He groaned and got out of bed. The cold air hit is legs immediately and he missed the warmth of the bed.

In the night Ino finally calmed enough to sleep peacefully beside him. He rubbed a sore spot where she punched him in her sleep. He had to find out what was going on with his wife and unborn child. The investigators must have pieced together something by now he hoped.

He was unsure where he stood with his marriage. Their conversation haunted him.

_'__It's not too late to end the pregnancy.'_

That she could even think of that bothered him. The nightmares must really be powerful. He had told her last night that there was no way they would terminate their unborn child. That no matter how things went they would find a way to make it through. That wasn't the problem and he knew it. Ino wasn't concerned about their child but about giving birth to an experiment or some creature like in a horror novel he once read where the woman was impregnated by a creature from another planet.

Outside looked like a pleasant day was shaping up. There were very few clouds in the sky and no rain on the horizon. Sai watched the scenery for a few moments. A few of their neighbors had taken to jogging up the small hill on a morning run. It looked good and sounded tempting; something that would definitely wake his body up but he decided against it turning back towards the bed.

Ino stirred in bed seeking him out. He shut the window blinds and returned to her side. He would attempt to fall asleep again. The investigation would have to wait a while. He watched her sleep hopeful that he would fall back into a peaceful sleep.

He was just grateful that she didn't seem to be having a nightmare. If the enemy were not attacking now it would be a good time as any to catch up on some sleep, he thought and slipped back under the covers. I was so unlike him to return to bed once he woke up but he had to get some rest for his overworked body.
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Sasuke was up dressed and reading in the kitchen. As Karin made her way to the refrigerator he greeted her with, "good morning."

"You let me oversleep," she said.

"How dare I," he joked.

Karin rested her head on Sasuke's shoulder for a moment inhaling his scent before kissing him on the lips and turning back to the refrigerator. Sasuke smiled and watched her rummage for what she wanted for breakfast.

That she overslept bothered her. She had to go through a lot to stay hidden from the right people. The tools were back and she knew he was going back out again. She had to get back to Miyako soon and they would part once again. Truth is told she missed their daughter as they were rarely apart from one another.

"Another mission," she asked shaking a carton of orange juice.

"Yep," he replied passing her a glass.

After quickly drinking her orange juice she began to exam him for wounds. He showed no signs of it last night but she wanted to be sure.

"Ridiculous," he said grabbing her wrist.

"What?"

"You did all that last night," he put down his book turning to face her, "if I recall and more."

She blushed a bit.

"That was different I wasn't looking to examine you like that. It was too distracting what you- I couldn't concentrate on that," she said.

"So what's bothering you," he asked reading the concern on her face.

"I had a nightmare," she admitted.

"Is it anything like Ino's," he asked.

"This I could tell was just a 'normal' nightmare, from too much worrying. Ino's nightmare was something different. How do I explain…I think some kind of jutsu was cast on her. They have people looking into any type of sealing or Genjutsu," she said.

"Sealing huh," he said considering it, "you'll always need to worry about me."

"I know you're a packaged deal. Now hold still and let go of my hands," she said.

"It's hard to concentrate on my reading with you hovering around," he complained.

"So, I don't care about your stupid book," she said.

"Don't be so jealous it's a book," he said.

"Is it one of those books like the copy ninja Kakashi reads," she asked flirtatiously.

"Eh, well not at all I'm nothing like him," Sasuke said arching an eyebrow at the mention of Kakashi's nickname. Kakashi certainly lost his Sharingan to the war leaving Sasuke as the sole proprietor of those eyes.

Color flooded Karin's face and she turned away to busy herself cleaning the counters.

"What do you think about when you read books like that," she questioned.

"It's not one of those books," he said angry.

"I know but you do-

"I do this," Sasuke kissed her, "What do you think about when I kiss you like this," he held her closer and trailed kisses down he neck, "or that?"

"I-I don't-

"So are you still jealous of my book," he teased.

"I'm not jealous I just-just. Stop trying to distract me," she said not really meaning for him to stop.

"Do you want to have another kid," he asked stopping to her dismay and getting serious.

"You're changing the subject all of a sudden and we already have handful with one as it is," she said although it was a given they'd have more. One of the things they talked about when they were dating is the possibility of having a large family together. Karin knew they'd be considered Uchiha clan members.

"We have one but-

"Did you and Naruto get into a spitting contest lately," Karin shrugged and adjusted her glasses.

"Forget Naruto," Sasuke said a bit irritated. It was Naruto's fault the thought of more kids was on his mind lately.

"So why…what makes you bring that up all of a sudden," Karin questioned. She was sure that Naruto had something to do with it. Perhaps Sakura was going to go for it and have a child after all.

"I've thought about it a lot. Let's just say I'm ok with it," he said.

"Really," she asked.

"Yep, just as I suspected. I can tell by the enthusiasm in your voice," he said.

"You're so irritating but I love you," she said hugging him. Becoming a mother changed her in ways that she never would have expected in the past. Now a part of her was thrilled to know he wanted that lifestyle as much as she did. They set out to be the best parents to Miyako and now their family was about to expand.

"Well can I finish reading now," he asked.

"Trickster!"

"No tricks honest. I want to have a big family," he said.

"I already know you're trying-

"Not trying I think I know of a way," he said.

She just nodded. Her heart believed in him but she knew that what he said was nearly impossible. Besides that she didn't want to think of her punishment if the decision wasn't in their favor. There was so much to worry about being the sole survivor of the Uchiha clan. One worry was they way the Hyuuga clan had the caged bird seal and she didn't want to put her children through anything like that. Then she knew how her own clan the Uzumaki, were sought out for their extraordinary capacity.

Sasuke stared at Karin's happy face and decided to tell her part of the reasoning behind his thinking. "Naruto said that he and Sakura are ready to start a family."

"It is about time don't you think." Karin was sure on a number of occasions that Sakura was secretly pregnant only to be wrong every time.

"Yeah." Sasuke agreed that it was about time that Naruto of all people share in the joy that was fatherhood.

"They are going to make good parents." Karin said this with sincerity knowing both Naruto and Sakura. They were the type of people who made good parents. She doubted herself more than once when it came to raising her own child but she was sure about Sasuke's best friends.

"I figure if they can see it…We can see this dream of ours together. We don't have to travel no more. What do you say to settling down here in Konoha," Sasuke asked.

"Of course I want to settle down here. But if I can't be where you are I'll settle where you are. Do I make myself clear," Karin said.

"I'm not going anywhere," Sasuke said.

"I know," Karin said.

Sasuke knew now that he had to do everything to put their dream in front of them. Their dream home had to be built within the walls of Konoha. All the political shuffling around had to be taken care of. All of the clan agreements had to be met. Above all Karin had to be pardoned and accepted as a Konoha citizen.
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	7. Unexpected Impossibility

_Unexpected Impossibility_

Sakura stood staring at the results of her third pregnancy test. The previous two indicated that yes, she was pregnant. _This isn't possible, how did I not know already? _Of course she took herself off the pill and of course they had been trying to get pregnant. _Why is it so damn hard to believe the truth?_ It felt almost like a miracle to Sakura at this point.

Now she had the proof that her dreams were coming true she wondered how she'd break it to her loving husband that she worried her nightmares may be coming true as well. Her nightmares haven't been strong like the other women's but they should have been a clear sign given all their research into what they were simply calling the Nightmare Jutsu. She didn't understand slumping to the floor she rested her head on the wall.

Third time was a charm for her. She couldn't deny it anymore. So that was it, someone was attacking their unborn children she reasoned as this kept her up all night. She had to wonder could it be that her pregnancy proved the theory. No curse marks had been found. They had no real leads.

Taking a deep breath she allowed herself to think of the other side of this news. She was pregnant. Naruto would be a father. Now all she wanted to do was tell him. She was happy about this. Motherhood was something she wanted in her life.

This also proved that they were not after a specific clan or a Kekkei Genkai something that Orochimaru would likely do. Neither Sakura nor Naruto would produce a child with Kekkei Genkai to her knowledge. She wondered why she was a target. Maybe she was over thinking things and her nightmares were just nightmares. She took a calming breath and headed to the Hokage tower.

The Haruno family was about to expand. In the back of her mind as she walked towards her husband to deliver the news first she thought of her parents who would be over the moon excited for them. They would be grandparents now something precious in the Shinobi world.

In the past the first person she thought of to tell all her news would have been her parents but now it was simply Naruto. She couldn't wait and as she walked she was getting emotional and having trouble breathing. She hoped that she wouldn't run into anyone else on the way because she hates to have to explain to them first what was wrong with her. Then she hit the dirt.
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Sakura didn't make it that far from their home and when Naruto found her lying collapsed on the ground outside she definitely had some explaining to do.

"Where am I," Sakura asked looking around Naruto and the blanket she was wrapped in.

"Home, you awake now. You collapsed outside some of the neighbors saw and brought you back home," Naruto said.

"Home. I feel fine I guess…I am alright," Sakura said and sat up on the couch now familiar with where she was at. It just felt unlike her to feint at all so she was a little worried.

"Should I have taken you to the hospital," Naruto asked.

"No I am fine you did the right thing," Sakura said.

"One of the medic-nin's checked you out but they didn't notice anything unusual they just said to have you stop by on your own or you know what to do or something dattebayo," Naruto said unable to recall what they guy said.

"Naruto I think I'll have Tsunade-Shishou check me out because I'm pregnant," Sakura said letting loose with the secret that she's having his baby. With a smile she waited for his reaction.

"Baa-chan will work," Naruto said.

It finally sunk in what Sakura said to Naruto and he pointed at her then jumped around happily screaming and pumping his fist in the air. Sakura just blushed and smiled at him.

"My gorgeous wife is going to have my child," Naruto happily said aloud for what seemed like the hundredth time. He had just returned home from a meeting to find her slumped against the wall. When he asked what was wrong she told him that they were pregnant.

"I'm glad you're happy but in a few months you'll be miserable," Sakura said.

"Not possible," he said still giddy he took a breath and added, "Finally I can catch up with Teme."

"It isn't a competition Naruto," Sakura said unable to stop the wide grin from growing on her face.

"You don't know how long I've wanted this," Naruto said calming down some he simply stared at his wife. Besides his wedding day he couldn't think of a time when he felt as happy as he did now.

"Can you stop staring at me and go do something," she complained weakly. She was to happy to be upset but his staring at her that way made he feel just a bit out of her element.

"I adore you," he said unfazed as he got up and walked over towards her. She shouldn't have told him to 'do something.'

"What's to adore my flat chest," she asked mischievously.

He defied her question answering as his hands cupping her breasts. She squealed.

"These you mean," he had a goofy grin on his face but she was beyond embarrassed. She certainly wasn't flat-chested. Her hands covered his. Shocked pleasure coursed through her.

"I-I guess you made your point," she said.

"You're no Tsunade but these are the perfect size," he said.

Suddenly her expression changed to angered as she said, "I don't even want to know how you've seen her chest."

"No, no I just meant-

"Forget it," she said kissing him letting the anger go just as suddenly as it came.

They were going to be parents and Naruto was beyond overjoyed. It was no time to feel anger. All Sakura felt was happiness knowing how happy he was as happy as she. She was able to give the young man who lost his parents at birth the beginnings of their own family.

Every promise Naruto ever made to Sakura had come true so far ever since they were married. They lived in a beautiful home and the promise of having a family was shaping up nicely. Naruto considered that he already had a family the minute that he exchanged vows and maybe sometime before that when they were first named team seven. For the boy who had no family now had a long list of close friends and a close inner circle not to mention his in-laws who treated him as their own son.

All of the people they knew would be ecstatic about the announcement that they were expecting a child. Sakura thought it best to wait a little while but Naruto could barely contain his excitement.

"Let's just keep this to ourselves for a while Naruto," Sakura said.

"Can we tell Iruka Sensei; I'm meeting him for lunch today," Naruto said not sure he could keep the secret from one of his closest friends.

"Naruto it is bad luck to tell people so soon," Sakura argued.

"He's my family Sakura-chan. I'm alright with you telling your parents," Naruto said.

"So you don't believe that bad luck could-

"No I don't believe in that," Naruto said placing his hands on her shoulders, "I believe we should tell everyone so that all the positive thoughts will outweigh any negativity."

"He or She will be the Hokage's child," Sakura said thinking ahead and not ready to tell the world.

Naruto knew it was a secret that he was the Hokage's son. He also knew the previous Hokage kept their children out of the spotlight as well. He knew how hard it was for Gaara growing up the son of a Kage. In his world things would be different but he hadn't considered just how he wanted his child to grow up.

"Our child will always be in our shadow and our enemies will want to harm them," Sakura said.

"I'd never let anyone harm our child. As Hokage our child will know about the village and that includes his awesome parents Sakura-chan. But you are right the others don't need to know yet," Naruto said.

"I think it is safe to tell Iruka-Sensei," Sakura grinned and looked away.

Naruto waited until she looked back at him, "You're going to be shy about us having children."

"That's-

"Don't worry about it they know were married by now so they should expect it at some point," Naruto said scratching his head.

"Like I said it is because of the bad luck-

"Like I said I don't care about any of that. I want to tell the whole world that I am going to be a father," Naruto said.

"Fine," Sakura took a deep breath and placed her hand over her forehead, "Keep it to our closest friends."

"Alright," Naruto said.

"There is something else," Sakura said standing up and walking a distance away.

"Tell me what it is," Naruto said following her to look her in the eye.

"The nightmares are upsetting me already. That is how I knew I might be pregnant," Sakura said.

"So the jerks are really targeting pregnant women," Naruto said.

"It seems as if that is the case. We don't know who it is yet a group a person or what. All the people suffering have been pregnant," Sakura said. _I hope we haven't picked the wrong time._

Naruto wrapped his arms around Sakura and held her for a while. He had to think of something but so far they had no leads just cases of women suffering from nightmares that had real consequences. People harming themselves and others made them dangerous nightmares.
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End file.
